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Dr. Dudley Tait read a paper on "The Elastic
Ligature and the Ligature Method; Historical and
Experimental Data." Numerous specimens were
shown. The paper gave a very full review of the
work that has been done on this line of investigation,
and reported the author's findilngs after a large series
of experimental operations on dogs. His conclusion
was that the method had a distinct field of usefulness,
though a very limited one, and that it will be found
to be a satisfactory surgical procedure within its
limitations.

Dr. Harry M. Sherman opened the discussion on
Dr. Tait's paper, and expressed himself as regarding
it as one of the papers of the Society. The statements
made by the author were clear, and the specimens
which he exhibited demonstrated the truth of his
statements. He thought the simplicity of the pro-
cedure must appeal to every one, and that it had many
points to recom-mend it. The time required to pro-
duce anastomosis will preclude its use in many cases;
in others its numerous advantages recommend the
method.

Dr. J. Henry Barbat said tllat he had used the
method only on dogs; he did not feel inclined to use
it on men, for its field is too limited. He regarded
with a certain amount of suspicion the reports of
many eastern operators, for he believed that many of
tlheni operated on trivial and unimportant complica-
tions which the surgeons of this section of the country
would not meddle with.

Dr. T. W. Huntington referred to the growth of
all new processes and the gradual crystalization of
the idea. He complimented the author very highly
upon his work and his paper. He concluded from the
matter presented that surgeons generally wouild not
use the method as an ordinary proceeding.

Dr. Tait, in closing tlle discussion, agreed with Dr.
Barbat in the opinion that many operators desired to
report large numbers of operations, and so were
rather inclined to operate wheni it was not at all
necessary. In this country he thlought surgery ramii-
pant, and much harmful work was beinig dolne.
The Chairman of the Executive Comnmittee, Dr.

F. B. Carpenter, reported on the work being done
in the prosecution of quacks.

Dr. T. W. Huntington presented a bill which had
been prepared by the nurses and which it is their
intention to have presented at the comiling session of
the Legislature, creatinig a Board of Examiners, regis-
tration of nurses, etc., and moved that the San Fran-
cisco Medical Society endorse the application of the
ilurses to the Legislature, and aid them so far as
possible in securinlg the law.
On motion, the Society endorsed the resolutions

passed by the Santa Barbara County Medical Society,
protesting against the repeal of the compulsory vac-
cination law, and referred the matter to the Com-
mittee on Public Health.

Notices were filed that at the next meeting motions
would be made to appropriate $250 as a retaining fee
for the Society's attorney, and $1,000 for the library
fund.
The amendment to raise the dues to $10 per year

came up for consideration and was defeated. There
was some misunderstanding 4bout it, however, and
notice of a reconsideration was filed.
The Chairman of the Committee on Ethics, Dr.

Geo. H. Evans, introduced the following proposed
amendments to the By-Laws, and moved that their
consideration be made the special order of business
for 9 P. m. at the next meeting of the Society.
Amend the By-Laws as follows:
Article XXII to become Article XXIII.
By-Law passed May 10, 1904, beginning "It shall

be contrary," repealed.
New By-Law, to be known as Article XXII, as

follows:
No member of the San Francisco County Medical

Society may use, or permit or allow his name to be
used on or in connection with any advertising matter
circulated, issued or presented to the laity by, or

authorized by, any institution, organization or cor-
poration. This By-Law shall not apply to advertis-
iig statements in official publications of County,
State or National medical organizations, noIr to the
aiinual reports or announcements of medical schools,
colleges, hospitals and benevolent societies.
The meeting then adjourned.

Sonoma County.
The meeting of the Sonoma County Medical Society

was held on the evening of the 8th inst. in the offiee
of the Secretary, Dr. G. W. Mallory.

Dr. Harry S. Delamere of Cloverdale (by transfer
card from Humboldt County Medical Society) was
elected to membership. Applications were received
from Drs. Bruce Cockrill and E. A. Byron, and
were referred to the Board of Censors.
We are now more than, one year old, and have a

membership of fifty-five out of a possible seventy.
The resolution sent to every physiciani in the

County since our last meeting (November 13th) was
passed.

Several speeches were made on "The Good of the
Profession in Sonoma County," and at 11 P. M. the
following officers were elected for the new year:
President, Geo. Ivancovich; Vice-President, A. McG.
Stuart; Secretary, G. W. Mallory; Treasurer, J. H.
McLeod; Censor, S. S. Bogle (for three years).
We anticipate an initeresting meeting January 13tlh,

as the installation of the new officers will take place,
and the work for the year will be outlined. The
neeting will be held, in Dr. Mallory's offiee, Santa
Rosa, oni January 13, 1905, at 8 P. M.

San Bernardino County.
The meeting of the San Bernardino County Medical

Society was held on the 14th inst. The annual
election of officers took place and resulted, as follows:
President, Chas. C. Browning; Vice-President, George
H. Scott; Secretary, J. M. Hurley; Treasurer, Wesley
Thompson.

San Joaquin County.
The regular ineeting for November was held at the

office of Dr. H. W. Taggart, who read a paper on
"Surgical Shock." The use of ergot in the treatmenit
of shock was especially recommended by Dr. Taggart.
In a recent case of severe shock he ha(l em-ployed
this drug, and found, it exceedingly valuable in addi-
tion to other valuable remedies.
The next meeting of the Society will be held at the

residence of Dr. H. E. Sanderson.
Drs. S. B. Davis, Minerva Goodmnan, Soltan F.

Calhoun were elected to membership. The addition
of these nanmes to the roster gives the San Joaquini
County Society an additional delegate in the House
of Delegates in the State Society.

BARTON J. POWELL, Secretary.

Yolo County.
At the regular meeting of the Yolo County Medical

Society, held December 6th, resolutionis were passed
endorsing the action of the council and officers of
the State Society in adopting the preamble and reso-
lution anent proprietary remedies.
A resolution was also passed, directed to the

assemblyman representing this section, urgently re-
questing him to prevent any alterationi of the present
State Medical Law. Each member of the society was
instructed to see our representative individually upoIi
this matter.

W. E. BATES, President.

Grand Prize for Pharmaceuticals.
We are advised that the firm of Wm. R. Warner &

Co., Philadelphia, have been awarded the grand prize,
the highest award, at the St. Louis Exposition. We
certainly congratulate them upon their success, and
ourselves that an American manufacturer should re-
ceive the award.
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